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Helpful resources on SEN and disability policy 

 

The Council for Disabled Children is working as the Special Educational Needs (SEN) 

and Disability Strategic Reform Partner to the Department for Education. As part of 

this role we are running a ‘Countdown to Change programme,’ developing and 
collating information highlighting key aspects of the SEN reforms, as outlined in the 

Children and Families Bill. 

Below is a selection of free key resources produced by CDC and our partners 

highlighting different aspects of changes to SEN and disability policy.  

You can find further information on the Children and Families Bill at  

www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/childrenandfamiliesbill  

You can find further information on our work as Strategic Reform Partner at 

www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/strategicreformpartner. 

 

An overview of the Children and Families Bill 

This presentation gives an overview of the main clauses in the Bill, outlines the 

Government’s amendments at Committee Stage in the House of Commons and 

highlights the key issues still being debated by Parliament. Please note this presentation 

dates from June 2013, prior to the House of Lords debates. 

Download at www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/childrenandfamiliesbilloverview   

Timeline of SEN and Disability reform process 

A number of activities have taken place and will take place in the future as part of the 

government’s reform to the SEN and disability system. This timetable outlines some 
of the key developments in this process. 

Download at www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/sendreformoverview  

Pathfinder Information packs 

The Pathfinder Support Team is producing a set of Information Packs on a bi-monthly 
basis, which provides an overview of SEND Pathfinder learning, including emerging 

examples of good and interesting practice from across the SEND Pathfinder 
Programme. The packs cover the 6 core themes of SEND Pathfinder including personal 

budgets and the local offer. 

View  the up-to-date packs at www.sendpathfinder.co.uk/infopacks 
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Education Health and Care plans: a checklist 

This checklist brings together the statutory requirements for an Education, Health and 

Care assessment and plan, including content local authorities must include in a plan. 

Download at www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/ehcpchecklist  

 
The SEN reforms: what schools need to know and what they need to do 

This briefing is designed to give schools information about the changes in school 

funding and to help them prepare for the SEND reforms. 

Download at www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/countdownforschools 

The SEN reforms: what futher education needs to know and what they need 
to do 

This briefing is designed to support further education (FE) colleges and approved 

independent specialist providers  in preparing for the SEND reforms. 

Download at www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/countdownforfe 
 

Slide pack on implementing the reforms to SEND 

Produced by the Department for Education, these slides are for communicating with 

local areas about the SEND reforms. They include information on the legislation, 

pathfinder learning and next steps. 

Download at www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/implementingthesendreforms 

FAQs on SEN and disability reforms 

We have collated some of the most common questions we get asked about the 

reforms. 

View at www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/childrenandfamiliesbillfaqs 

The CDC Digest 

CDC produces a quarterly e-bulletin summarising the essential policy and practice 

news involving disabled children and young people, children with special educational 

needs and their families.  

Download the latest copy at www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/cdcdigest 
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House of Lords Second Reading Briefing on the Children and Families Bill - 

The latest briefing produced by Every Disabled Child Matters campaign and the 
Special Educational Consortium summarizing the position of the SEN and disability 

sector on the Children and Families Bill. 

Download at www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/HOLsecondreadingbriefing   

Support organisations  

A number of organisations that have been funded by government to play a role in 

reforming and delivering services for disabled children, young people with special 

education needs and their families. CDC has mapped the work of these organisations 

so you can find out what support is available to your organisation locally. 

View at www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/sendsupport 

School funding changes and children with SEN in mainstream schools: a 

briefing for parents 

This briefing provides information about the school funding changes and explains 

what you should do if a school or local authority proposes to change the special 

educational provision for your child. 

Download at www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/schoolfundingparentsbriefing 

Young people’s consultation on the draft SEN Code of Practice 

CDC has produced two guides for young people who would like to know more about 

the draft Code of Practice and who would like to respond to the Government’s 
consultation. 

Download at www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/ypcopguide 

Young people’s views on the draft SEN Code of Practice 

A report in response to the Code of Practice consultation based on the comments 

given to us by young people. 

Download at www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/ypcopresponse 

Overview of health reforms  

The 2012 Health and Social Care Act introduced significant reforms to the health 
system in England. This briefing, produced by our parent charity NCB, sets out the 
structure of the NHS, key levers for encouraging good practice and a summary of the 

agencies involved. 

Download at www.ncb.org.uk/media/713159/ncb_health_reforms_all.pdf 
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This information sheet is available at 

www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/sendreforminfosheet  

Children and Families Bill mythbusting sheets 

These two mythbusting sheets are designed by the SEN Information Organisations 
Group to dispel some of the myths associated with the progress and implications of 

the Children & Families Bill. One focuses specifically on myths surrounding the 
transition from Statements to the new Education, Health and Care plans (EHCPs), the 

other on general myths surrounding the Bill.  

Download at 
http://www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/childrenandfamiliesbillmyths 

Download ECHP mythbusting at 
http://www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/childrenandfamiliesbillmyths-ehcps 

The SEN reforms: what parent carers need to know and what they need to do 

This guide has been written collaboratively by CDC, Contact a 
Family, NNPCF and NPPN to give parent carers an overview of how the Children and 

Families Act will change the way in which children and young people with Special 
Educational Needs and disabilities are supported at school and in the community. 

Download at 
www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/countdownforparents 

The SEN reforms: what young people need to know 

This guide is to help young people find out key information about what’s changing and 
how it might affect them. 

The guide covers the Local Offer; Education, Health and Care Plans; decision making 
and tribunals. 

Download at 
www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/countdownforyp 

Young people's views on the draft SEN Code of Practice 

Over a six week period CDC carried out and commissioned 19 focus groups with 
disabled young people across England on the draft Code of Practice. We spoke with a 

wide range of young people aged 5-25 years. This report brings together young 
people’s views from those discussions 

www.councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/ypcopresponse 
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